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the ARTICLE (for teachers)            
 

Early Graduation 

Although the school system of quite a few developed countries graduate children at sixteen from high school, 

children in the US attend high school for four years. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at 

eighteen, either attending a two- or four-year institution. But those four years of high school don't necessarily 

better prepare students for higher education, as is evidenced through international standardized tests. Peers in 

other countries consistently outperform US teens on these tests. 

 

New Hampshire education officials have suggested that all students should be ready for college at the age of 

sixteen. After a series of rigorous tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate and attend a community or 

technical college. If the children wish to attend a prestigious university, they may remain in high school for 

another two years, studying for a round of even more difficult tests. 

 

The proposal comes because of America's worsening education system. The US enjoyed the best educated 

workforce in the world just forty years ago, but now ranks tenth in the world. What's worse, though, is the fact 

that despite efforts to reverse this trend, the decline continues. More jobs get outsourced, and the first choice for 

many businesses isn't always the US. Without addressing the needed changes, America will become 

increasingly uncompetitive on the world stage. 

 

Opponents believe that low-income, less-educated families would likely be the ones to opt for two years of 

school. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever reducing their future earning potential. In time, 

such a system will lead to an even greater disparity between the haves and the have nots. 

 

 

Teacher's Notes: 

 

* Underlined words in red typeface are the recommended vocabulary for this lesson.



Early Graduation 
Advanced 

Heads Up English - page 2 
www.headsupenglish.com 

WARM-UPS                

Select one or all of the following warm-up activities. 
 

1: Define: What does "education" mean? Can you use it in a sentence? Can you give examples? 

 

2: Brainstorm: Brainstorm with a partner(s) words and ideas associated with "education" for 2 minutes. Spend 

another 5 minutes or less discussing the words and ideas together. 

 

3: Title: Speculate and/or discuss the contents of today's article from its title: "Early Graduation." 

 

4: Speculate: Write in the missing word for today's article title: "(                         ) Graduation."  Why did you 

choose this word for the blank? 

 

5: Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

a. Only smart people go to college. 

b. High school is a waste of time. 

c. Most teenagers are ready for college at sixteen. 

d. I wish that I had graduated high school at a younger age. 

e. I wish that I had graduated university at a younger age. 
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VOCABULARY                
Select one of the following vocabulary acquisition activities. 
 

1: Vocabulary match: Individually or in pairs/groups, match the words in column A (from the article) with the 

best choice in column B. 

a. evidence q. highly regarded 

b. outperform r. deal with 

c. rigorous s. show 

d. prestigious t. possibilities 

e. proposal u. strict 

f. trend v. choose 

g. address w. do better 

h. opt x. plan 

i. potential y. imbalance 

j. disparity z. tendency 

 

2:  Fill in the Blanks: Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

prestigious addressing proposal rigorous evidenced 

opt outperform disparity trend potential 

a. Students aren't prepared for high education, as is (             ) through international standardized tests. 

b. Peers in other countries consistently (             ) US teens on these tests. 

c. After a series of (             ) tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate. 

d. If children wish to attend a (             ) university, they may remain in high school for another two years. 

e. The (             ) comes because of America's worsening education system. 

f. Despite efforts to reverse this (             ), the decline continues. 

g. Without (             ) the needed changes, America will become increasingly uncompetitive. 

h. Low-income, less-educated families would likely be the ones to (             ) for two years of school. 

i. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever reducing their future earning (             ). 

j. In time, such a system will lead to an even greater (             ) between the haves and the have nots. 

 

3: Define: Define each word, correctly pronounce it, explain the meaning and/or usage, and offer an example 

sentence to the class. 

a. evidence c. rigorous e. proposal g. address i. potential 

b. outperform d. prestigious f. trend h. opt j. disparity 
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WORD RECOGNITION              
1: Word Search: Find the target words (in bold). Time yourself, and see how many words you can find in three 

minutes. In five minutes. In ten minutes. 

prestigious addressing proposal rigorous evidenced 

opt outperform disparity trend potential 

 
P H P D D B E P R L R H A Z H 
R R L R G N O O A C I T D S I 
P X E Q O T E I T O G R D Y A 
G V U S E P T R U P O I R I K 
W S D N T N O T T T R N E S Y 
T B T E E I P S S U O T S Y T 
Q A O T C E G B A G U T S G I 
L I O A R N T I U L S P I W R 
I P G F L S E O O S W O N J A 
C W O J D C Z D U U Y Y G W P 
G R M R S U O G I T S E R P S 
M S U R O G I R A V S M Z K I 
D I S P A R E T Y Z E P C Z D 
U B I T N Z K D N Q P K N E L 
N J N K B V J G L B U Z Q U T 

 
 

2: Target Word Pool: Find the target words (in bold) with their exact match. Time yourself, and see how many 

words you can find in three minutes. In five minutes. In ten minutes. 

prestigious addressing proposal rigorous evidenced 

opt outperform disparity trend potential 

 

prestigious 

prestige 

prestigiously 

predicate 
preferences 

opt 

opted 

option 

opting 

optical 

addressing 

addressed 

address 

dressing 

antipathy 

outperform 

outperformed 

performance 

outperforming 
perform 

proposal 

proposals 

proposed 

purposed 

proposing 

disparity 

disparities 

dismissal 

disparate 

dispersal 

rigorous 

rigorously 

rigors 

religious 

rigor mortis 

trend 

trends 

tendency 

tend 

tended 

evidenced 

evidently 

evidence 
evinced 

evident 

potential 

potentially 

potentate 

potentials 

posthumous 
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pre- or post-COMPREHENSION          
1: Word Association: Brainstorm words associated with today's topic for two minutes. Present to the class. 

 

2: Brainstorm Questions: Brainstorm questions that you would like to ask about today's topic. Answer the 

questions without looking at the article. 

 

3: True or False?: Guess (before the article) or answer (after the article) whether the sentence is true or false. 

If false, correct the sentence. 

a. According to the article, most teens in the US attend four-year colleges. T / F 

b. Students will graduate high school after two years in New Hampshire. T / F 

c. According to the article, the education system in America is worsening. T / F 

d. According to the article, America could become uncompetitive. T / F 

e. The system will let low-income families better afford university. T / F 

 

4: Questions: Answer the questions to check comprehension. 

a. How do US teens compare with their peers elsewhere on international tests? 

b. What has New Hampshire's education officials suggested? 

c. Why did New Hampshire suggest two years of high school? 

d. What could happen to low-income families? 

e. What else do opponents believe? 

 

5: Vocabulary: In pairs/groups, remember how the words were used in today's article. 

a. evidenced c. rigorous e. proposal g. addressing i. potential 

b. outperform d. prestigious f. trend h. opt j. disparity 

 

6: Fragments: Remember how the fragments were used, and complete the sentence from today's article. 

a. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at eighteen, either... 

b. After a series of rigorous tests at the tenth grade, students may... 

c. The proposal comes because of... 

d. Without addressing the needed changes, America will become... 

e. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever... 
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post-COMPREHENSION             
1: Vocabulary: Circle any additional unknown words/phrases in the article. In pairs/groups, use your 

dictionaries to understand the meanings. Present to the class. 

 

2: Class Questions: Read through the article once more, and write down any questions that you would like to 

discuss in pairs/groups or as a class. Discuss. 

 

3: Summarize: Work with a partner to summarize the article in your own words. 

 

4: Discuss: Talk about the following questions in pairs/groups. Remember to support your answers! 

a. Did you like this article? 

b. What was your general impression after reading this article? 

c. Do you think that teenagers are ready to decide their future at sixteen? Why/not? 

d. If students do well on tests, does it really mean that they are ready to graduate? Why/not? 

e. Do you think this system will lead to an unequal society? Why/not? 

f. What is the ideal age to graduate from high school? Why do you think so? 

g. What is the ideal age to graduate from college? Why do you think so? 

h. What is the education system like in your country? Please explain. 

i. What do you think about home schooling? Please explain. 

j. Should students be forced to attend graduate school? Why/not? 

 

5: Discuss: Many people don't receive a good education. What do you think are the top four reasons for this 

problem? Brainstorm possible answers with a partner, then share them with the class. Choose the best reason. 

Reason #1: 

Reason #2: 

Reason #3: 

Reason #4: 

 

6: Google Search: Type "education" into Google news and read additional articles on this topic. Discuss or 

write an essay about your findings. 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (the article)       
 

Early Graduation 

Although the school system of quite a few developed countries graduate children at sixteen from high school, 

children in the US attend high school for four years. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at 

eighteen, either attending a two- or four-year institution. But those four years of high school don't necessarily 

better prepare students for higher education, as is evidenced through international standardized tests. Peers in 

other countries consistently outperform US teens on these tests. 

 

New Hampshire education officials have suggests that all students should be ready for college at the age of 

sixteen. After a series of rigorous tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate and attend a community or 

technical college. If the children wish to attend a prestigious university, they may remain in high school for 

another two years, studying for a round of even more difficult tests. 

 

The proposal comes because of America's worsening education system. The US enjoyed the best educated 

workforce in the world just forty years ago, but now ranks tenth in the world. What's worse, though, is the fact 

that despite efforts to reverse this trend, the decline continues. More jobs get outsourced, and the first choice for 

many businesses isn't always the US. Without addressing the needed changes, America will become 

increasingly uncompetitive on the world stage. 

 

Opponents believe that low-income, less-educated families would likely be the ones to opt for two years of 

school. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever reducing their future earning potential. In time, 

such a system will lead to an even greater disparity between the haves and the have nots. 

 

 

Notes: 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (fill in the blank)          
Fill in the blank with the correct word. 

prestigious trend potential evidenced disparity 

community outperform educated necessarily opt 

addressing vast proposal workforce rigorous 

Early Graduation 

Although the school system of quite a few developed countries graduate children at sixteen from high 

school, children in the US attend high school for four years. The (a. _______________) majority of US 

teens then begin university at eighteen, either attending a two- or four-year institution. But those four years 

of high school don't (b. _______________) better prepare students for higher education, as is 

(c. _______________) through international standardized tests. Peers in other countries consistently 

(d. _______________) US teens on these tests. 

 

New Hampshire education officials have suggested that all students should be ready for college at the age 

of sixteen. After a series of (e. _______________) tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate and 

attend a (f. _______________) or technical college. If the children wish to attend a (g. _______________) 

university, they may remain in high school for another two years, studying for a round of even more difficult 

tests. 

 

The (h. _______________) comes because of America's worsening education system. The US enjoyed the 

best educated (i. _______________) in the world just forty years ago, but now ranks tenth in the world. 

What's worse, though, is the fact that despite efforts to reverse this (j. _______________), the decline 

continues. More jobs get outsourced, and the first choice for many businesses isn't always the US. Without 

(k. _______________) the needed changes, America will become increasingly uncompetitive on the world 

stage. 

 

Opponents believe that low-income, less-(l. _______________) families would likely be the ones to 

(m. _______________) for two years of school. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever 

reducing their future earning (n. _______________). In time, such a system will lead to an even greater 

(o. _______________) between the haves and the have nots. 
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STUDENT HANDOUT (extended listening)          
Listen and fill in the missing sentences. Compare your answers with a partner, and 

then listen once more. 
 

Early Graduation 

a) __________________________________________________________________, children in the US attend 

high school for four years. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at eighteen, either attending a 

two- or four-year institution. But those four years of high school don't necessarily better prepare students for 

higher education, as is evidenced through international standardized tests. Peers in other countries consistently 

outperform US teens on these tests. 

 

b) __________________________________________________________________. After a series of rigorous 

tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate and attend a community or technical college. If the children 

wish to attend a prestigious university, they may remain in high school for another two years, studying for a 

round of even more difficult tests. 

 

The proposal comes because of America's worsening education system. c) _____________________________ 

___________________________________. What's worse, though, is the fact that despite efforts to reverse this 

trend, the decline continues. d) _______________________________________________________________. 

Without addressing the needed changes, America will become increasingly uncompetitive on the world stage. 

 

e) __________________________________________________________________. These children will then 

enter poorer schools, forever reducing their future earning potential. In time, such a system will lead to an even 

greater disparity between the haves and the have nots. 

 

 

 



Early Graduation 
Advanced 

Heads Up English - page 10 
www.headsupenglish.com 

STUDENT HANDOUT (notes)             
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ANSWER KEY                
 

Vocabulary 

1. Vocabulary Match: 2. Fill in the Blanks: 

a. evidenced f. trend 

b. outperform g. addressing 

c. rigorous h. opt 

d. prestigious i. potential 

e. proposal j. disparity 

 

pre- or post-Comprehension 

1. True or False: 2. Fragments: 

 

Student Handout  

1. Fill in the Blanks 

a. vast i. workforce 

b. necessarily j. trend 

c. evidenced k. addressing 

d. outperform l. educated 

e. rigorous m. opt 

f. community n. potential 

g. prestigious o. disparity 

h. proposal   

 

2. Extended Listening 

a. Although the school system of quite a few developed countries graduate children at sixteen from high school 

b. New Hampshire education officials have suggested that all students should be ready for college at the age of sixteen 

c. The US enjoyed the best educated workforce in the world just forty years ago, but now ranks tenth in the world 

d. More jobs get outsourced, and the first choice for many businesses isn't always the US 

e. Opponents believe that low-income, less-educated families would likely be the ones to opt for two years of school 

 

a. s f. z 

b. w g. r 

c. u h. v 

d. q i. t 

e. x j. y 

a. F 

b. F 

c. T 

d. T 

e. F 

a. attending a two- or four-year institution. 

b. graduate and attend a community or technical college.  

c. America's worsening education system. 

d. increasingly uncompetitive on the world stage. 

e. reducing their future earning potential. 


