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the ARTICLE (for teachers)         
 

Early Graduation 

Although the school system of quite a few developed countries graduate children at sixteen from high school, 

children in the US attend high school for four years. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at 

eighteen, either attending a two- or four-year institution. But those four years of high school don't necessarily 

better prepare students for higher education, as is evidenced through international standardized tests. Peers in 

other countries consistently outperform US teens on these tests. 

 

New Hampshire education officials have suggested that all students should be ready for college at the age of 

sixteen. After a series of rigorous tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate and attend a community or 

technical college. If the children wish to attend a prestigious university, they may remain in high school for 

another two years, studying for a round of even more difficult tests. 

 

The proposal comes because of America's worsening education system. The US enjoyed the best educated 

workforce in the world just forty years ago, but now ranks tenth in the world. What's worse, though, is the fact 

that despite efforts to reverse this trend, the decline continues. More jobs get outsourced, and the first choice for 

many businesses isn't always the US. Without addressing the needed changes, America will become 

increasingly uncompetitive on the world stage. 

 

Opponents believe that low-income, less-educated families would likely be the ones to opt for two years of 

school. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever reducing their future earning potential. In time, 

such a system will lead to an even greater disparity between the haves and the have nots. 

 

 

 

Teacher's Notes: 

 

* Underlined words in red typeface may be vocabulary unfamiliar to the students. 
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the Article (for students)           
 

Early Graduation 

Although the school system of quite a few developed countries graduate children at sixteen from high school, 

children in the US attend high school for four years. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at 

eighteen, either attending a two- or four-year institution. But those four years of high school don't necessarily 

better prepare students for higher education, as is evidenced through international standardized tests. Peers in 

other countries consistently outperform US teens on these tests. 

 

New Hampshire education officials have suggested that all students should be ready for college at the age of 

sixteen. After a series of rigorous tests at the tenth grade, students may graduate and attend a community or 

technical college. If the children wish to attend a prestigious university, they may remain in high school for 

another two years, studying for a round of even more difficult tests. 

 

The proposal comes because of America's worsening education system. The US enjoyed the best educated 

workforce in the world just forty years ago, but now ranks tenth in the world. What's worse, though, is the fact 

that despite efforts to reverse this trend, the decline continues. More jobs get outsourced, and the first choice for 

many businesses isn't always the US. Without addressing the needed changes, America will become 

increasingly uncompetitive on the world stage. 

 

Opponents believe that low-income, less-educated families would likely be the ones to opt for two years of 

school. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever reducing their future earning potential. In time, 

such a system will lead to an even greater disparity between the haves and the have nots. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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STEP ONE            
Brainstorm: Brainstorm with a partner(s) words and ideas associated with "education" for 2 minutes. Spend 

another 5 minutes or less discussing the words and ideas together. 

 

STEP TWO            
Discuss: Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

a. Only smart people go to college. 

b. High school is a waste of time. 

c. Most teenagers are ready for college at sixteen. 

d. I wish that I had graduated high school at a younger age. 

e. I wish that I had graduated university at a younger age. 

 

STEP THREE            
The Article: Read the article, and work with a partner to understand it. Lastly, summarize in your own words. 

 

STEP FOUR            
Fragments: Remember how the fragments were used, and complete the sentence from today's article. 

a. The vast majority of US teens then begin university at eighteen, either... 

b. After a series of rigorous tests at the tenth grade, students may... 

c. The proposal comes because of... 

d. Without addressing the needed changes, America will become... 

e. These children will then enter poorer schools, forever... 

 

STEP FIVE            
Discuss: Talk about the following questions in pairs/groups. Remember to support your answers! 

a. Did you like this article? 

b. Do you think that teenagers are ready to decide their future at sixteen? Why/not? 

c. What is the ideal age to graduate from high school? Why do you think so? 

d. What is the ideal age to graduate from college? Why do you think so? 

e. What is the education system like in your country? Please explain. 

f. What do you think about home schooling? Please explain. 

 


