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SENTENCE SCRAMBLE          
 
Sentence Scramble focuses students' attention on a specific grammar point 

introduced by the teacher. It helps develop a better awareness of the new 

language, and also automaticity. 
 
Step One: The teacher writes a series of sentences prior to the start of the class. These 
sentences should focus around the lesson's grammar point. Here are some examples for 
an intermediate lesson on conditionals. The lesson also focuses on allergies: 
 

 If you have an allergy, then you may have a symptom like watery eyes. 
 If you are allergic to mold, you should avoid any place that is damp. 
 If you sneeze in the spring, then you may have developed an allergy to pollen. 

 
The teacher should write one sentence for each group of students, and each group will 
receive a different sentence. 
 

Step Two: For the first sentence, the teacher writes each word on separate slips of paper. 
He/She then places the papers from this sentence into an envelope. He/She repeats the 
process for the second sentence, the third sentence, and so on. Again, this should be 
completed before the start of the class. 

 

Step Three: In the class, students get into groups of three or four (depending on class size) 
and sit around a desk or table. The teacher distributes one envelope to each group. 

 

Step Four: As a team, the students arrange the slips of paper with the words to form the 
correct sentence. The slips of paper promote discussion among the students, and 
rearranging the paper allows students to quickly and easily see different word combinations. 
This helps students to correctly visualize the language and then self-correct. 

 

Step Five: After the sentence has been arranged correctly, one student from each group 
writes the sentence on the board. All sentences are checked as a class, with any 
corrections similarly made together. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you liked this idea and want others, then take a look at my 

ebook, Better Language Teaching. There are 100 activities with 

more than 75 variations for flexible, fun learning. 

 

Have great classes! 
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