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WHAT'S THE QUESTION?         
 
Students of all levels sometimes take a less participatory role in conversations. One 

reason comes down to a lack of surety on how to correctly ask or structure the 

question with the new language. What's the Question improves student ability to 

generate questions using newly introduced grammar. 
 
Step One: The teacher writes from one to several sentences on the board. For very low-
level classes, it's best to stick to one sentence, although this may be longish. For upper-
level classes, several long, grammatically difficult sentences are fine. For example, here's 
an easy sentence: 
 

Last weekend, my girlfriend and I had some free time, so we went to see a movie. 
We went to the late show and saw an action movie. It was great. 
 

Step Two: The teacher allots several minutes for students to read and understand the 
sentence(s). Dictionaries may be used for unknown words. 

 

Step Three: In pairs, students write down as many questions as possible which answer the 
sentence(s). In the example sentence above, students might create the following questions: 

 

 What did you do last weekend? 

 Where did you go? 

 Why did you see a movie? 

 Who did you see a movie with? 

 What kind of movie did you see? 

 What did you think of the movie? 

 

Step Four: Students switch partners or form new pairs. The questions are read aloud in the 
new pairs to compare ideas. Corrections to grammar should be made, if necessary. Any 
questions not directly answered to the sentence(s) should be discarded. 

 

Step Five: With the questions generated, checked, and corrected, students now have a 
real discussion with the questions as a starting point. Although some questions may not be 
applicable to the conversation, these can either be discarded or adjusted to fit the current 
conversation. 

 

 

If you liked this idea and want others, then take a look at my 

ebook, Better Language Teaching. There are 100 activities with 

more than 75 variations for flexible, fun learning. 

 

Have great classes! 
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